City Issues:
Seen to be Green.

pecame an ''environment

one of cnly four mn the country.

-

This status reflects the city council's commitment 1o
sustamability m all aspects of life. From fransport and recycling
to improving an quality and promoting green spaces, a range
af initiatives and projects have seen the city become one of
anly three sustamable energy centres in the UK. s ambition
now 15 to become the UK's environment capital. “In some ways
Peterboroughcan already make thal claim,” says Jonathan
Selwyn, chiel executive of the Pelerboroughibased UK Centre
for Ecenomic and Environmental Bevelopment (UKCEED)

W can certammby claim aspects that, when consicdered
fogethiat, make Peterborough unigque. Wehave the envionment
city status, the amironmental business cluster, the sustamable
transport and enengy projects, a proposed mnovation centre
and mmpressve recyeling statistics,

As far ag we are aware, Peterborough has the only significant
cluster of environmental Businesses mn the UK

UKCEED aims to reconcile the city's economic development
with etvironmental protection by adtdressing emerging policy
1ssues and developing cross-sector partnerships. It is one of
the big name enviranmerntal players based in thetarea, Others
nclide English Nature and the regional base of the
Environment Ageney, 1o name just two

As Jonathan Sebenyn explains, the thriving green comumunity can
be attributed to a number of factors, Peterborough has Been
home to a stong engmeermg base fopover 100 years, Now,
SOME engInesTing companes have starteddo spacialisg iy
green technoloqies - ngtably PeterBrotherhood o rengwable
engtiqy and Perkins in emissions gontrol, The public sector has
dlso become, an mportant factor. The presence of, for example
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the Environment Agency and the contracts it has to offer have
encouraged many consultancies to relocate to the area

Busmess clusters are based on the concentration of
knowledge,” notes |onathan Selwyn, Further significant growth
within the sector is I'}E‘:]'I]C;I actively promaoted £ new Innovanon
centre (o encourage start-up businessas 1o oous on
emvironmental technologies is under development and
UKCEED 15 working on a number of projects such as the
Encluster Imtative to promote (he expansion-of Pelerborough's
gresn business base, During the [ast three yearg it has altracled
over &1 million of immestment to the oy,

It dosesn't stop there, Peterborough Environmment Citye Trust
(FECT) was established 14 years ago and works in close
co-operation with the city council to respond 1o the challenges
presented by its green stams. With over 200 members
spanning local autheriies: businesses, community and
emvironmental organisgiions, it aims fo encourage sustainable
development through mitiatives and research

PECT runs vareus schemes o help exigling companes
operate in A susiainable way, The Businegs and Energy
Management Scheme is desiqnet to help companies deliver
more environmentally mendly profits By providing
strapghtiorward, low cost solutlons (o environmental
management, Likewise, the Materials Exchange is a free onling
service where grganisations can access mformation aboul
redundant stock, strplus raw malerials or matenal
feguimements. Launched m April 2003 to out back on
unnmecessary waste, The Materials Exchange now has over 200
registared users.—

1. The city is surmounded by soma of E ngtand's mosl be sutiful couniresida




Notable PECT-led lifosivie projects melude the 50 mile
Green Wheel apd the planned Green Grid. The Green Wheel,
popular with commuters and leisure users, s a continuous
network of cycleways, footpaths and bridleways providing safe
routes around the-city, through nearby vilages, the Fens and the
beautiful Nene Valley The £11 million scheme was 50 per cent
funded by the Mational Lottery and matched by publiciand
private contributions. Not onby does it contribute to a
sustainable transpart system, the Creen Wheel also celebrates
over 3,000 years ef'social, culural and economic histéry with
colourful mierpretation boards and a series of sculpiuras,

Building on this snecess, FECT 18 working with the city council,
English Nature, The Countryside Agency, Forestry Commission
and the Environmeant Agency (o plan Green Grid, a green
infrastructure ramework for the area, The pariners are cutrently
wailing (o hear romithe Office of the Deputy Prime Mintster

about a £1 mmillicniid for growth area funding.

As PECT chief exgtutive Hugh Cripps explains, Green Gnid
Ccomeas In respoeiiseto the city's planned regeneration which is
expected to generate at least 21,200 new homes by 2020, "We
are saying 'let's plar'green space strateqically. Let's haye the
green infrastruchire in place before development starts, not as
an afterthought’" he asserts. The city council is aiming to reach
English MNature targets that mean all residents lve within 300
metres of a "green network", This target is challenging in
established urban areas and the city council 1s trying to
ncorpoerate this rationale nto new residential schemes. This
should have a sigmificant economic impact on Peterborough:
sludies have shown (hal house buyers are often willing 1o pay a
15 per cenl premium (o be close to, or have a view of, open
QIEEn space.—

1. & seulplure near [he Perking factory on e MiBennium Green Whesl
2.Paterporough is home to English Mature's head office
3.The tank of tha River Nene on lhe Green YWhoel Cycle Roula
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Transport will confinue to be a major barometer of
Peterborough's emvirenmental credentals. It is currently one of
three sustainable transport demonstration towns in the UK, Last
vear, the gity councikcommissioned a survey of 4,600 residents
to assess trayel habits and discover ways to encourage
sustainable travel usage.

The research revealed that around two thirds of all trips n
Peterborough are made by car and three out of four

privately owned cars are used at least once a day Morethar a
fifth of car trips are of less than three kKlomelres in distance and
over half are for shopping and leisure purposes. However, the
survey also showed that three oul of five rips cguld be
undertaken by sustaimable travel methods such as walking,
cycling or public transport,

In 2004, the city councillaunched the £3.24 million Travel
Choce muhative, Sustainable travel co-ordinator Jamie Gray
says the survery is helping to mould the scheme: “One of the
kery findings was that lack of information was a barriar to
mereased public transport use. We placed anqanteractive
nformation kiosk i the Queensgate bus station and we are
nstalling new screens that will feature key information on bus
times, train imes and other travel options. Similarky, we are
miroducing a satellite tracking system to inform passengers of
exactly when buses will arrive. We have just conducted a review
of walking habits to identify key routes and make sure these are
properly sigmposted and maintained.”

|onathan Selwyn adds: "The city is in a great position. Now we
have to setl down a marker and encourage the rvight kind of
development with good archilecture, new builldings usmng less
energy and encourage more sustainable transport,'e

1. The S0-mile Millennium.Green Whasl (s popular for commulars and |ssune
2.8 bridge thal puns-over the Rivar Mene on the Green Whesl Cycle Rouls
3. Improved sgnage for Green Wheel cyclist:
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