At what moment did you decide to be
an architect?

[ can't remember ever wanting to be
anything else. 've always wanted to be

an architect.

If you weren't an architect, what
would you be?
A soulptor, [ used to teach sculpture at 5t

Martin's College a long time ago

How do you feel about being termed
an architectural maverick?

Mot very good really. The label comes partly
from lazy journalists. Tt also comes from
other architects. T haven't producad a huge
number of buildings but oy work seems o
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element of jealousy. Some people have the

lots of publicity, so perhaps theme is an
attituds that you can't have a good time
with architecture and must stick to a strict
got of rules. [ don't think you can define

architecturs in that way,

You've said a lot of positive things
about Southwark. What is special about
the borough?

1

My experience of working in Southwark

has been good. | have had a positive

laticnship with the politicians and

counail officers. This sounds obvious and

t should be. It's also why Manchester

has been so successtul. Evervone in the

council shares the same vision and is

always pushing the architect to do better
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Will Alsop
on Southwark

With Peckham Library, location was
one of the things that intrigued me. We
put the main body of the library on the
fourth floor from where you can see St
Paual's C

that peaple in Peckham see themselves

3l | think it's important

as part of central London and not some
distant suburb. I said in my RIBA
acceptance speech that if a poor borough
like Bouthwark could put so much time and
effort into & public building, why couldn't
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e samet Povert

Kensington and Chelsea, where 1 live,

doth v in the north of that

borough is just as bad as any in Southwark

What do you think is the most
impressive architectural work in
Southwark, by someone else?

[t's tempting to say the Tate Modern but
['m not sure that, it is very successiul as a
work of architecture, The Peckham Pulse

is good — I like to go swimming there. ]

0 like Kingsdale School

What operational changes might the
LN il int I':'lij'.J-Z:":' o ent I}'.Jfa'-'.[]-.-' more
fine architecture?

If T waorked for the council and I

wasn't an architect but understood

its importance, 1 would identify half a
dozen urbamsts and make them Ty
best friends. This group would meet

on & regular basis and build a trusting
relationship. Trust can be built over the

course of a project but that elationship

end when the project 15 over. 1 sil on

iregional development agency) Yorkshire
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were awarded the Bamsley TEJBETISIATI0N

Forward's Urban Henaissance
commission through this foram,

What project (real or imagined] in
Southwark would you most like to
work on next?

Some years ago, we were involved in the

plans to regenerate the Aylesbury Estate

Wae left that process, and, ultimately,

the scheme failed, Daring our public
consultation the residents were really

keen to contribute and ang:

Acye with
us, so I'd like to have another go at

the Aylesbuary

How did you approach the design
for Palestra? Did the speculative
aspect affect it?

In London, the size and configuration

of floorplates 1s the overriding factor

e design. We spent days and

days addressing this to ensure that
the build

i could be flexible. It is

more difficult to design speculatively

as ane has pate the needs

of the eventual occupants. For

the challenge is: can we ac

and produce a buildir
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